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ACTION EB-07 

INEO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 VO-03 SCA-01 INR-07 SS-15 
L-03 /049W 

252222Z 045200/62 

P 252206Z MAY 77 
PM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3583 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
INEO AMCONSUL MONTREAL 

CONPIDENTIAL OTTAWA 04264 

STADIS////////////////////////////////// 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, UK, CA 

SUBJECT: US-UK BILATERAL QUESTION - MONTREAL PRECLEARANCE 
REF: LONDON 8249; MONTREAL 826; OTTAWA 4153 

1. AT EMBASSY’S REQUEST CONGEN MONTREAL HAS ASSESSED 
PROBLEMS THAT MAY BE CREATED FOR PRECLEARANCE STAPFS 
(AND CONSEQUENTLY FOR PASSENGERS) IF BA DIVERTS SIZABLE 
AMOUNT OF TRAFFIC THROUGH MONTREAL. WE UNDERSTAND THAT 
WASHINGTON AGENCIES ARE MAKING THEIR OWN ASSESSMENT PER 
LONDON'S 8249 BUT MONTREAL'S 826 SEEMS TO MAKE CLEAR THAT 
WITHOUT MAJOR INCREASE IN STAPES (WHICH WE SUSPECT WOULD 
BE DIPFICULT OR IMPOSSIBLE TO IMPLEMENT QUICKLY) THERE 
WILL BE SIGNIPICANT INCONVENIENCE AND DELAY POR NORMAL 
TRAFPIC. 

2. IF DEPARTMENT DECIDES ON APPROACH TO GOC POR ASSISTANCE 
ON THIS ISSUE, ONE POSSIBLY INFLUENTIAL ARGUMENT WOULD BE 
JEOPARDY TO SMOOTH FUNCTIONING OF PRECLEARANCE SYSTEM 
WHICH PROVIDES IMPORTANT BENEPITS TO CANADIAN PUBLIC. 
PRECLEARANCE IS, OP COURSE, ALSO IMPORTANT TO U.S. PLAG 
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CARRIERS ENGAGED IN CROSS-BORDER CARRIAGE SO ANY COMMENTS 
SHOULD BE IN CONTEXT OP PRACTICAL DIPPICULTIES RATHER THAN 
THREATS. ENDERS 
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